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Reflection Guide for Teachers: Backwards Design Planning

	Stage
	Who and What
	Questions for Reflection

	1

Identify Outcomes and Big Ideas


	Choose an outcome, multiple outcomes, or part of an outcome to address. 


	· What is the link or connection to student lives?

· Is the learning meaningful and relevant to students?

· What learning contexts will enable students to attain these outcomes in a meaningful way?

· What questions will engage students in exploring the big ideas?

· What questions can I use that will have students make connections to our Catholic Faith?

· Have I considered First Nations content, perspectives and ways of knowing?

	2

Determine Evidence of Learning


	Identify the evidence through which students will demonstrate achievement of the outcome 

and the criteria for judging their understanding.
	· What formative assessments will I use during the process?

· What assessments of learning will I use to help determine student needs?

· How can I provide ongoing feedback?

· How will I observe and document student learning?

· What assessments will I use during the learning process?
· How will I triangulate the evidence of learning? (observation of process, conversations, collection of products)
How will students reflect on their own thinking?

	3

Develop Learning Plan


	Consider the following:

· Tapping into prior knowledge

· Student Interests

· Opportunities for integration

· Instructional strategies that engage students

· Differentiation

· Processes to enable students to choose the products to demonstrate learning

· Multiple intelligences

· Resources
	· What meaningful context could I use?

· What are students’ interests?

· What instructional strategies will be useful and align with the outcomes?

· How will I sequence the activities and lessons to help students achieve the outcomes?

· How will I adjust or adapt instructional materials, methods, and/or the learning environment to ensure all students achieve the outcomes?

· What will happen before, during, and after in the lesson?

· How can I make the learning visible?


Backwards Design Planning Template

(Note: Refer to Reflection Guide for Teachers)

	Stage 1: Identify Outcomes & Big Ideas

Choose an outcome, multiple outcomes, or part of an outcome to address for this planning process

	Learning Outcomes:



	Know
	Understand
	Be Able to Do

	
	
	

	Big Ideas & Essential Questions:



	Stage 2: Determine Evidence of Learning

Identify the evidence through which students will demonstrate achievement of the outcome 

and the criteria for judging their understanding.

	Evidence of understanding shown by student
	Feedback provided to student regarding evidence



	Stage 3: Develop Learning Plan

Identify the activities, resources, and adaptations that are required to ensure all students achieve the outcome.
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