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Tips for Writing a Persuasive Essay

In planning a persuasive essay, encourage each student to fill in a web to record his or her opinion on the topic and his or her reasons for supporting that opinion.  Supporting details should be included.

Students should also identify the audience they are trying to reach and consider possible objections of the audience, particularly on a controversial topic.  In addition to considering possible objections, students should formulate reasons why the audience should reject such objections.  Student can think of other reasons to convince the audience as well.  These are important beginning steps in writing a persuasive essay.

In the introduction of a persuasive essay, the writer should state his or her position, compliment the reader, state the sources of information used, and request that the reader maintain an open mind on the issue.

The body of the essay should include the author’s reasons for supporting the opinion.  Each reason should have relevant supporting details that further support the opinion and help persuade the reader.

The conclusion of the essay should feature a restatement of the author’s position along with a request that the reader thoughtfully consider the writer’s position.

